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Foreword

The International Health Division of ICMR is publishing the second volume entitled “An Overview 
of International Collaborative Research Projects in Health Research approved by Health Ministry’s 
Screening Committee (HMSC)” during January, 2008 to December, 2012.
I am pleased to share this document with you as a sequel of our previous publication entitled “An 
overview of international collaboration in biomedical research” which provided the information 
on the international collaborative research projects approved by Health Ministry’s Screening 
Committee (HMSC) during the years 2000 to 2007. 
The earlier document released in June 2008 was considered as a useful publication by the scientific 
community for providing a wealth of information especially relevant to those engaged in carrying 
out and promoting international collaboration through joint research projects.
The current document provides ICMR’s strengths in health research for collaboration with different 
countries. It contains relevant information on various MoUs signed with different countries/
agencies and related details on the areas of interest and modes of collaboration.
I congratulate the International Health Division for bringing out the volume II of the document 
which can be used as a ready reference by the stakeholders and researchers for developing & 
strengthening the prospective joint cooperation between India and other countries in the areas of 
common interest.

(Dr. V.M. Katoch)

Dated the 26th April, 2013



We deeply acknowledge the constant guidance and support received from Dr. V. M. Katoch, Secretary, 
Department of Health Research (DHR) and Director General, Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) for ICMR’s international collaborative programmes. We also gratefully acknowledge the 
valuable contribution of the then Secretary (H) and the Secretary (DHR), MOHFW for chairing 
the HMSC meetings. Our gratitude is also extended to all members of Health Ministry’s Screening 
Committee (HMSC) for their precious time, comments, observations, recommendations and 
suggestions given during various meetings. The Financial & Administrative support extended 
to our various international activities by past and present Heads of Finance and Administration 
Divisions are also greatly acknowledged.

We acknowledge the valuable contributions made by Project Review Committees, Subject Area 
Experts, Scientific Advisory Committees, Scientific Advisory Groups, Task Force Committees, 
and Joint Working Groups and Steering Committees etc. which have evaluated and reviewed 
international collaborative research proposals in different areas of health research.

We would like to thank all Investigators & Co-investigators involved with international projects, 
Programme Officers, Coordinators and Heads of various Technical Divisions at ICMR Hqrs., 
Office who have been involved at various stages of processing and evaluation of projects prior 
to the consideration by HMSC. We are also thankful to various Institutional Ethics Committees 
and other regulatory authorities for their support in evaluating & critically examining the research 
proposals.

We are thankful to Dr. Lalit Kant, former Head of IHD and the Member Secretary, HMSC for his 
continuous support.

We would like to place on record our deep appreciation to the Division of Publication & Information 
and Bioinformatics Centre in placing periodic calls for proposals on ICMR website under various 
bilateral and multilateral collaborative programmes.

Our deep gratitude is extended to the IG-SCID project staff at International Health Division (IHD) 
for their help in bringing out this document and other staff at IHD for work related to systematization 
and organization of the HMSC meetings.

Dr. Mukesh Kumar  Dr. Harpreet Sandhu
Head Scientist D
International Health Division (IHD) International Health Division (IHD)
ICMR Hqrs., New Delhi & ICMR Hqrs., New Delhi
Member Secretary (HMSC) 

Acknowledgement



Chapter Page No.

1. An Introduction to the Health Ministry’s Screening Committee 
and the Document 

1

2. Overview of ICMR 3

3. International Cooperation & Partnerships 6

4. Indo-German Science Center for Infectious Diseases (IG-SCID) 
- A Virtual Centre 

14

5. South Asian Forum for Health Research (SAFHeR) 17

6. Glimpses of International Activities 20

7. List of International Collaborative Research Projects Approved 
by HMSC during January, 2008 to December, 2012 

31

8. Facts & Figures 218

9. Summary of International Collaborative Research under 
Projects Approved by HMSC during January, 2008 to 
December, 2012 

230

Annexures 

1. Composition of HMSC

2. List of Other Funding Agencies and Projects Approved

Contents




