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FOREWORD

information on causes of  death has been of  paramount importance both for the policy 
makers and researchers alike. Such information has however, been sketchy in the developing 
world including india. the existing reporting system of  causes of  death in india needed 
improvement in terms coverage of  death reporting, minimal use of  residual categories 
such as unclassifiable or ill-defined conditions, systematic screening of  causes of  death 
reports, and timeliness of  publication of  reports. in this respect, indian Council of  Medical 
research undertook a study on causes of  death by verbal autopsy through its division of  
Non-communicable Diseases. It constituted a task force with renowned experts of  the 
field in the country to provide guidance for the methodology and its evolution. The survey 
was conducted in some selected states namely assam, bihar, Maharashtra, rajasthan and 
tamil nadu. the present report is the outcome of  the above effort and i would like to 
thank all those who were involved in the study particularly the members of  the task force 
and my predecessor dr. n.K. Ganguly for his inspiration and encouragements to the 
team.

I would like to congratulate Dr. Bela Shah, Head, Division of  Non-Communicable 
diseases for her leadership to the study, and dr. arvind pandey, national institute of  
Medical Statistics, new delhi for his willing support towards planning, training and 
implementation of  the project and in preparation of  the consolidated report of  all five 
States together. i hope that the data provided will be of  great help to policy makers and 
programme managers to strengthen data collection process and towards planning of  
programme activities, including intervention.

(Dr. V.M. Katoch) 





PREFACE

reliable data on causes of  death is essential for meaningful planning of  health care and alloca-
tion of  resources. in response to such pressing need, the indian Council of  Medical research 
(iCMr) initiated a cause of  death study by verbal autopsy as a task force project through its 
Division of  Non-communicable Diseases. The expert group under the task force discussed 
possible ways to collect information on causes of  deaths and opined to adopt verbal autopsy 
method for the purpose. it was also suggested that for verbal autopsies to be comparable, they 
need to be based on similar interviews and the cause of  death needs to be arrived at in the same 
way in all cases.  accordingly, a study was planned to assess probable causes of  deaths in male 
and female population in selected states, namely, assam, bihar, Maharashtra, rajasthan, and 
tamil nadu, representing different regions of  india. the present report describes the process 
including methodology, collection of  data and major findings of  the study. Dr. Megha Chandra 
Singh, Maulana azad Medical College, new delhi, extended his unstinted support as a core 
medical scientist throughout the study, and helped its smooth implementation.  We would like 
to thank him along with all the members of  the task force namely, dr. padam Singh, addl. 
dG, iCMr; dr. rajesh Kumar, pGiMer, Chandigarh; dr. h.p.S. Sachdev, Sitaram bhartiya 
institute of  Medical Sciences, delhi; dr. J.K. banthia, registrar General india, new delhi; dr. 
arvind pandey, niMS, new delhi; dr. J. Mahanta, rMrC, dibrugarh; dr. M.d. Gupte, nie, 
Chennai; dr. C.p. puri, nirrh, Mumbai. We also express our gratitude to dr. n. K. Ganguly, 
the then dG, iCMr, for his encouragements to take up the study. dr. Geeta Menon, division 
of  nCd, iCMr, new delhi facilitated the overall coordination of  the study. 

our sincere thanks are due to dr. b.n. bhattacharya, iSi, Kolkata; dr. d. Sahu and  
Mr. b.K. Gulati, niMS, new delhi for their willing cooperation and hard work they put 
in to prepare the consolidated report of  all five States together. Our gratitude is also due 
to all the people who extended their cooperation and time for participation in the study. it 
is hoped that the data provided will be of  help to both researchers and the policy makers 
and will improve and strengthen the cause of  death reporting system in india.

(Dr. Bela Shah)
Scientist ‘G’ & head 

division of  non Communicable diseases
iCMr
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