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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH

AMRUT MODY UNICHEM PRIZE
2004

CITATION
DR. RADHA K. DHIMAN

Amrut Mody Unichem Prize is awarded to a scientist for the research work carried
out in the field of Gastroenterology / Cardiology / Neurology / Maternal & Child
Health /Chest Diseases. The subjects are alternated each year with Gastroenetrology
being chosen for the year 2004. The assessment is based on the significant contributions
made by a researcher to the existing knowledge in a subject area in which he / she has
been actively engaged.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Radha K. Dhiman, Additional
Professor, Department of Hepatology, Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh for his research work on "Portal hypertension".

Dr. Dhiman has considerable experience in the area of Portal Hypertensive Biliopathy
(PHB) and contributed significantly in studying its pathogenesis relevant to its
management. He has described a new technique of combined Endoscopic Variceal
Sclerotherapy and Ligation (ESL). This technique may prove to decrease the variceal
recurrence and may also be useful in non-responders to Endoscopic Sclero-Therapy
(EST) or Endoscopic Variceal Ligation (EVL). Dr. Dhiman's group has for the first
time, studied the vascular anatomy of rectum with endoscopic ultrasound in patients
with portal hypertension and classified the changes. The study on prevalence of
hepatopulmonary syndrome in patients with liver cirrhosis and extra hepatic portal
venous obstruction is the first Indian study that compares its prevalence both in cirrhotic
and noncirrhotic portal hypertension.

Dr. Dhiman has been felicitated with many awards including the Apollo Award, Sisco
Pentax Oration, Olympus Mitra Endoscopy Award, Hoechst Om Prakash Memorial
Award, DV Datta Memorial and Shakuntala Amir Chand Prizes of ICMR for his
significant contributions in the field of Gastroenterology. Dr. Dhiman has more than
145 research publications to his credit.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
BASANTI DEVI AMIR CHAND PRIZE
2005
CITATION
PROF. N.K. MEHRA

The Basanti Devi Amir Chand Prize is the earliest instituted award of ICMR, founded
in 1953 by late Major General Amir Chand for the significant research contributions
made by scientist in the field of biomedical sciences.

The award for the year 2005 is being presented to Prof. N.K. Mehra, Head, Dept.of
Transplant Immunlology and Immunogenetics, All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), New Delhi, for his research work on "Immunogenetics and Transplant
Immunlology”.

Professor Mehra has pioneered the specialty of Transplant Immunology at AIIMS,
New Delhi which is credited to be the first such facility to have been established in
India as 'Core Laboratory'. His group has established several DNA based technologies
for HLA analysis including Sequence based typing methods; more efficient methods
for transplant related antibody analysis and assays for donor chimerism using STR/
VNTR probes and Gene scan technologies. Identification of peptide presenting MHC
molecules and their sequence determination by his group has paved the way for
developing MHC based vaccine/immunotherapeutic approaches in mycobacterial
infectious diseases. His group has defined a set of HLA alleles and MHC haplotypes
that favor faster progression of HIV infection to disease. Dr. Mehra's group is the first
to demonstrate extensive genomic diversity in several HLA genes, in the Indian
population that is valuable not only in donor selection in the transplantation context
but also in defining HLA associated diseases and for the design of MHC based
vaccination approaches.

Professor Mehra has been felicitated with many prestigious awards including S.S.
Bhatnagar Prize, Ranbaxy Science Foundation Award, O.P. Bhasin Science Foundation
award and JALMA Trust Foundation Award and Shakuntala Amir Chand Prize of
ICMR. He has more than 345 research publications to his credit.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
ICMR KSHANIKA ORATION AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. C.V. ANURADHA

The Kshanika Oration Award was instituted in 1977 by Dr. K.N. Sen, former Professor
of Medicine, School of Tropical Medicine, Kolkata to be given to eminent women
scientists for their meritorious work carried out in any of the branches of Biomedical
Sciences.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. C.V. Anuradha, Prof., Dept. of
Biochemistry and Biotechnology, Annamalai Univerisity, Annamalai Nagar, Tamil
Nadu for her work on "Role of taurine in type 2 diabetes".

Dr. Anuradha's research interest has been focused on studying the mechanisms by
which taurine-2-amino-ethene-sulphonic acid, one of the most abundant amino acids
in the plasma and cytosol, would act as health-promoting agent particularly in diabetic
state. Extensive studies carried out by Dr. Anuradha have shown that taurine could
activate the proximal steps in insulin signaling pathway by increasing tyrosine
phosphorylation and also activate kinins and nitric oxide production which mediate
taurine's effect on endothelium to lower blood pressure. Taurine also prevents
accumulation of collagen in skin and tail tendon, lowers carbonyl stress and possibly
could be of benefit in preventing diabetic complications. In fact taurine is
recommended and recently being used as an adjunct in the treatment of diabetic
nephropathy in India.

Dr. Anuradha has received UGC Research Award for teachers. She has more than 60

publications in various international and national journals.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
SHAKUNTALA AMIR CHAND PRIZE
2004
CITATION
DR.ALLADI MOHAN

The Shakuntala Amir Chand Prize was instituted in 1953 by late Major General
Amir Chand in memory of his daughter for significant research contributions by
young scientists in biomedical sciences. This prize is awarded for the best published
research work on any subject in the field of biomedical sciences including clinical
research.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Alladi Mohan, Additional
Professor, Dept. of Medicine, Sri Venkateswara Institute of Medical Sciences, Tirupati
for his work on "Granulomatous disorders".

Dr. Alladi Mohan has carried out original investigative work and contributed towards
documentation of clinical manifestations as well as laboratory, radiographic and
therapeutic aspects of patients with tuberculosis and sarcoidosis, the two important
granulomatous diseases seen in India. His published series on Sarcoidosis is
acknowledged and regarded as largest and unique study in India. The studies suggest
that all ethnic groups in the Indian sub-continent are affected by sarcoidosis, most
being males and eosinophilia has been reported to be a poor prognostic marker.
Dr. Mohan is the first to describe that while the chest radiograph can look normal in
patients with miliary tuberculosis, the High Resolution Computerized Tomographic
scan (HRCT scan) of the chest can reveal the miliary and an early institution of
antituberculosis treatment can be life-saving in such patients. Judicious use of
endoscopic procedures to obtain tissue along with use of molecular methods (IFN-y
estimation) and adenosine deaminase estimation can facilitate early diagnosis of
abdominal tuberculosis.

Dr. Mohan has been awarded Sh. Mohan Lal Wig Gold medal and Dr. O.A. Sarma
endowment oration for the clinical research work conducted in the field of tuberculosis.
He has more than 75 publications in reputed international and national journals.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
SHAKUNTALA AMIR CHAND PRIZE
2004
CITATION
DR. SUKESH NARAYAN SINHA

The Shakuntala Amir Chand Prize was instituted in 1953 by late Major General
Amir Chand in memory of his daughter for significant research contributions by
young scientists in biomedical sciences. This prize is awarded for the best published
research work on any subject in the field of biomedical sciences including clinical
research.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Sukesh Narayan Sinha, Research
Officer, National Institute of Occupational Health (ICMR), Ahmedabad for his work
on "Development of anti-malarial drugs".

Dr. Sukesh Narain Sinha has developed a new drug for treatment of malaria which
has been named as 6-methoxy-5, 8-bis (4-amino-1 methylbutylamino) quinoline (PI)
and has been patented. This drug formula 1 has four times more gametocytocidal
activity than the present available drug action of primaquine iz vitro. The drug when
tested 77 vivo in Plasmodium yoelli infected mice/hamsters revealed that there was no
infectivity in mice after treatment with the compound. This observation was further
assessed by feeding An. stephensi mosquitoes on P yoelli infected mice/hamsters before
and after treatment. There was complete loss of infectivity in mice after treatment
with formula 1; however infectivity was confirmed in the mosquitoes fed on mice
before treatment.

He has more than 30 research publications in national and international journals.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
SHAKUNTALA AMIR CHAND PRIZE
2004
CITATION
MR. SATHISH KUMAR NATARAJAN

The Shakuntala Amir Chand Prize was instituted in 1953 by late Major General
Amir Chand in memory of his daughter for significant research contributions by
young scientists in biomedical sciences. This prize is awarded for the best published
research work on any subject in the field of biomedical sciences including clinical
research.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Mr. Sathish Kumar Natarajan,
Senior Research Fellow, Dept. of Gastrointestinal Sciences, The Wellcome Trust
Research Lab, Christian Medical College, Vellore for his work on "Pathophysiological
changes in Cirrhosis of liver (in vivo study)".

Mr. S.K. Natarajan has worked on the end stage complications in patients with liver
cirrhosis such as spontaneous bacterial peritonitis and hepatorenal syndrome which
are the major cause for the mortality. Oxidative stress in the intestine was examined at
different stages of fibrosis development to understand the molecular mechanisms
playing a role in this process. Research work conducted by Mr. Natarajan suggests a
possible role for intestinal oxidative stress in development of complications in liver
cirrhosis such as spontaneous bacterial peritonitis. Intestinal bacterial overgrowth due
to compromised intestinal motility may facilitate the translocation of bacteria from
the gut and may favour infection of the ascitic fluid. Use of antioxidant (vitamin E)
supplementation or sodium tungstate (xanthine oxidase inhibitor) treatment prevents
oxidative damage, changes in brush border membrane sugar content as well as bacterial
adherence to the epithelial cells, further confirming the role of oxidative stress. Hence
the use of antioxidants in patients with liver cirrhosis may help prevent complications
such as spontaneous bacterial peritonitis.

Mr. Natarajan has more than 5 research publications to his credit.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
SHAKUNTALA AMIR CHAND PRIZE
2004
CITATION
DR. D. SANKAR

The Shakuntala Amir Chand Prize was instituted in 1953 by late Major General
Amir Chand in memory of his daughter for significant research contributions by
young scientists in biomedical sciences. This prize is awarded for the best published
research work on any subject in the field of biomedical sciences including clinical
research.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. D. Sankar, Lecturer, Dept. of
Biotechnology, Aarupadai Veedu Institute of Technology, Vinayaka Mission's Research
Foundation, Deemed University, Kancheepuram Dist., Tamil Nadu for his work on
"Biochemical alterations in hypertension due to nutritive factors".

Dr. Sankar has determined the effect of edible oils on blood pressure, lipid profiles
and redox status in hypertensive patients on antihypertensive therapy (nifedipine-
calcium channel blocker). Patients medicated with nifedipine and using either of the
sesame, sunflower or groundnut oil had significantly lowered blood pressure. However
among the three oils, sesame oil offers better protection over blood pressure, lipid
profiles and lipid per oxidation and increases enzymatic and nonenzymatic antioxidants.
Moreover, sesame oil when given to diabetic hypertensive patients leads to a significant
fall in blood pressure, blood sugar and other biochemical and clinical parameters.

Dr. Shankar has been awarded the Early Investigator Award by the International Society
for Heart Research, Australia for his work on sesame oil studies. He has published
more than 7 research papers in scientific journals.



wIvdila sgfdsi srgRieny ke
ql ofl 3R ¥l voId el AT YREDY
2004

oTfey
8l . gfetarvst

39 QRRDR DI ARAGAT AR SYFI sreiem uRie & SiRerRieRiasm v (g4
G 1 Aol ®v) g AT 1982 W BT T off iR 3 MeRfasm/veiRiIe & e
# 2g BRI B Tl [HAT IS DI g A e B

dl 2004 BT Y& YRIBR MR (R B Wi W] e o & SHaRara-iemes
v gl fqur & alRe denfe < &, SAfars &1 “ata Y BIRGT &1 ARa TS U
DRATHD AU B GREM H BIUIfAUSHD AENY el & DR THE!" TR I
Mapr & fog v foa < <=1 2

i IR gRI 81 Jisel | by 1Y Sezai 5 SfAbIeReRieIRaidl 3T e gReRIgSRedT
H ot Y R & ST Tet Rad DIRIBIBI Bl WREHD SRIVST IR AReA DI el
S Fdg A SMMERT HATA! (8, ATl (e 3R A8gH) Bl Jergfedhdl AU BT Tol
forar 21 <1 SNarT gRI U= Al o Y&k & 7 & {6l gieRmife emer gri
URA ST TelReRaTd B! AT F HeAl B Ploiesicl : BR$IANS & JJud § b
HEYUT YR o HIRVT ATe Ikl ITADBISAT ol AREAIHD SGUSAT SR T FbR YRR
HIRAT JHIAd B &1 98 N JIira fha R 2 {6 ey, SuaiRE SR dsga o
BRI AABTIRRIERATA ST AATA & TIRT I IfTpIeReIoRaddl bl AT § e
G BB B 59 uRafdd dRelar IR IRt 99T Tsal 21 I8 Hell § hlokeid B AT
# fiRmEe oM & BT B 98 TSN Ael @ ASHuifas 9T 1 §d &R ©
gICHIvT & HE@qul A ST §l

ST AT U gD B A=A H S W), JHRE WRS REBR A G Y 1Y
& ol ST 85 W At = oMy TAl & Yb1 H1 57 0 2




INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
BGRC SILVER JUBILEE ORATION AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. K. SRINIVASAN

This award was instituted by the Institute of Immunohaematology (the former Blood
Group Reference Centre) of the ICMR in 1982 and is granted to a scientist for his/
her research work carried out over a period of time in the field of Haematology/
Immunohaematology.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. K. Srinivasan, Senior Scientist,
Dept. of Biochemistry & Nutrition, Central Food Technology Research Centre, Mysore
for his work on "Beneficial influences of hypolipidemic dietary spices in protecting
the structural and functional integrity of erythrocytes”.

The investigations carried out by Dr. K. Srinivasan in the rat model has documented
the nutraceutical potential of dietary spices (turmeric, red pepper and garlic) with
respect to the protection of structural integrity and fluidity of red blood cells under
conditions of either hypercholesterolemia or hyertriglyceridemia. The studies
conducted by Dr. Srinivasan have shown that in hypercholesterolemic situation induced
by an atherogenic diet, the structural integrity of red blood cells and hence the osmotic
fragility is affected due to a significant alteration in membrane cholesterol :
phospholipid ratio. It has also been evidenced that dietary hypocholesterolemic spices
such as curcumin, capsaicin and garlic offer protective influence on this altered fluidity
of erythrocytes in hypercholesterolemic condition by producing a decrease in
membrane cholesterol content. This information assumes importance in view of
exploiting the pharmacological potential of spices.

Dr. Srinivasan has been felicitated with Dr. P.B. Ramarao Memorial Award in
recognition of his work and has more than 85 scientific publications to his credit.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH

DRS KUNTI & OM PRAKASH
ORATION AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. SK. SARIN

This award was instituted in 2005 by Messrs Vipul and Rahul Prakash in memory of
their parents, Drs. Kunti and Om Prakash, a Microbiologist and Parasitologist
respectively. It is conferred on a scientist for excellence achieved in the field of
Biomedical Sciences and is being offered in the field of Infectious Diseases for the
year 2004.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. S.K. Sarin, Professor & Head,
Dept. of Gastroenterology, G.B. Pant Hospital, New Delhi for his work on "Hepatitis
B : Molecular profile of HBV mutants- Novel approaches for treatment and
prevention".

Dr. S.K. Sarin has worked on various aspects of the pathogenesis and management of
liver diseases with special reference to Viral Hepatitis and Portal Hypertension. He
has made significant contributions and indeed is the scientific leader in the country in
this field. He has done pioneering work related to hepatitis B mutants, a growing
problem in India. He introduced 'Lamivudine-Pulse Therapy'and 'Sequential Therapy'
for treating chronic hepatits B. Dr. Sarin's work and advocacy has internationalized
the usage of the precise term 'chronic HBV infection' instead of 'Hepatitis B Virus
(HBV)-carrier'. He has successfully developed new protocols for treatment of hepatitis
C and hepatitis B & C virus co-infections. He has contributed to basic issues in HBV
vaccination, including use of vaccine adjuvants to overcome vaccine non-response
and to show the therapeutic benefits of HBV vaccination. His original contribution
in the field of portal hypertension, primary prophylaxis of variceal bleeding and non
cirthotic portal fibrosis has also received international acclaim.

Dr. Sarin has contributed more than 200 original research papers in national and
international journals. He has been bestowed with Silver Jubilee Research Award of
the MCI; FICCI award for R&D in life sciences; Dr. V.R. Khanolkar, Netaji, Knoll,
Parke-Davis, Boots Oration awards, Ranbaxy research science award; Shanti Swaroop
Bhatnagar award; Amrut Mody Unihem and D.V. Dutta Memorial awards of ICMR.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
DR. T. RAMACHANDRA RAO AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. A.N. SHRIRAM

This award was instituted in 1985 by the children of late Dr. T. Ramachandra Rao, an
entomologist and malariologist, also former Director of the National Institute of
Virology, Pune. It is awarded to a young scientist for his/her research contributions in
the field of Medical Entomology.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. A. N. Shriram, Technical
Officer, Regional Medical Research Centre, Port Blair, A& N Islands for his work on
"Transmission dynamics of W, bancrofti in A& N Islands".

Dr. A.N. Shriram has detected a new focus of infection with nocturnally periodic W/
bancrofti in Little Andaman island for the first time. The findings have been useful for
identifying the area as endemic and hence included for routine mass drug
administration of Diethyl carbamazine citrate. The prevalence of diurnally sub-periodic
W. bancrofii in the Nancowry group of islands of the Nicobar district has been assessed
and possibilities of its control have been explored. A relationship between duration of
disease and proportion of cases with chronic manifestations and extensive and intensive
studies on the transmission dynamics have also been carried out. Entomological
parameters and biting behaviour of the vector have been investigated as a year round
study. Dr. Shriram's research has helped in suggesting appropriate control measures
for controlling this form of filariasis.

Dr. Shriram has more than 10 research publications to his credit.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
DR. VIDYA SAGAR AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. K.S. JACOB

This prize was instituted in 1985 by faculty of the Department of Psychiatry, Post
Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, in memory of
Dr. Vidya Sagar, former Professor of Psychiatry, Medical College, Rohtak. It is awarded
to an eminent scientist for the outstanding contributions made in the field of Mental
Health.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. K. S. Jacob, Professor of
Psychiatry, Christian Medical College, Vellore for his work on "Culture explanatory
models and insight in Schizophrenia in India".

Dr. K.S. Jacob has been working on anthropological perspectives of mental health
and insight, systematically studying the issues related to explanatory models of illness
in different populations at Vellore. He is continuing his research with the aim of
trying to synthesize psychiatric theory with local culture and also change psychiatric
perspectives based on the context. His findings suggest that the current multi-
dimensional models employed to assess insight are based on western notions of health
and illness and are not culturally sensitive making it difficult to have definable, objective
or universal measures for insight. Therefore, a change in definition of dimensions
would imply a fundamental change in the way insight is assessed during routine mental
status examination of people with psychosis and the same standard should be applicable
world-wide. Thus, there is a need to compare individual explanation with sub-cultural
perceptions.

Dr. Jacob has more than 95 publications in national and international journals to his
credit.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
DR. Y. S. NARAYANA RAO ORATION AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. RAKESH KUMAR JAIN

Dr. Y. S. Narayana Rao Oration Award was instituted by Smt. Kamala Narayana Rao
in1972, in memory of her husband, late Dr. Y.S. Narayana Rao, former Director of
King Institute of Preventive Medicine, Guindy, Chennai. It is given to a scientist for
carrying out sustained research work in the field of Microbiology.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Rakesh Kumar Jain, Scientist E,
Institute of Microbial Technology, Chandigarh for his work on "Environmental
Microbiology / Environmental Biotechnology”.

Dr. Jain has worked on the degradation of polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons/
nitroaromatic compounds at biochemical and molecular levels. Since various
conventional physico-chemical methods used for the decontamination of different
aromatic hydrocarbons have been shown to be less efficient and very expensive as
compared to the microbiological methods, Dr. Jain has isolated and characterized
several microorganisms in the laboratory which are capable of utilizing among others,
naphthalene and phenanthrene, as the sole source of carbon and energy. He has
elucidated the complete pathways of their degradation using several enzymatic and
physico-chemical techniques. His group has found that the gene for the whole pathway
for naphthalene degradation is encoded on a 65 kb transmissible plasmid and these
genes have been cloned on a 25 kb Eco RI fragment. Dr. Jain is also actively involved
in the Microbial Type Culture Collection and Gene Bank activities.

Dr. Jain is the recipient of National Novo Nordisk Life Sciences Research Award,
AMI-Alembic Award and National Bio Sciences Award. He has more than 55 research
publications in various journals.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
ICMR LALA RAM CHAND KANDHARI AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. SANJEEV HANDA

The ICMR Lala Ram Chand Kandhari Award was instituted by Prof. K.C. Kandhari,
former Head of the Department of Dermatology and Venerology, AIIMS, New Delhi,
in memory of his late father. It is an award given to a scientist for research in the field
of Dermatology and Sexually Transmitted Diseases.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Sanjeev Handa, Associate
Professor, Department of Dermatology, Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education
and Research, Chandigarh for his work on "Natural history, therapy & social impact
of vitiligo."

Dr. Sanjeev Handa has worked on several aspects of vitiligo both in adults and in
pediatric age group, including it's epidemiology, clinical features, efficacy of various
therapeutic modalities used for treating vitiligo and psychiatric morbidity associated
with this stigmatizing disease. The distinct subset of segmental Vitiligo, has an early
and rapid onset and is associated with a better prognosis as disease activity ceases early
compared to the non-segmental type. It shows a relatively earlier age of onset,
multiplicity of lesions, progressive nature and comparatively lower incidence of poliosis.
Of all the systemic and topical modalities, oral steroids are equally efficacious for
treating vitiligo. Dr. Handa has also looked into the social impact of this highly
stigmatizing disease, since vitiligo is recognized to be associated with a high psychiatric
morbidity correlated with dysfunction arising out of illness and proposed the need to
develop cross-cultural database on psychosocial aspects and psychiatric morbidity
associated with vitiligo.

Dr. Sanjeev Handa has more than 195 research publications to his credit. He has
received various awards such as Dr. P S. Ranganathan Memorial Award and
Dr. Bishnupriya Devi Award.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
ICMR M. N. SEN ORATION AWARD

2004 Q
CITATION i
DR. ROHINI HANDA <yr
The ICMR M. N. Sen Oration Award was instituted in 1977 by Dr. K.N. Sen,
former Professor of Medicine, School of Tropical Medicine, Kolkata in memory of

his brother Shri M.N. Sen. This award is given to a scientist for the sustained research
work carried out in the field of Practice of Medicine (clinical, laboratory or therapeutic).

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Rohini Handa, Professor,
Rheumatology & Clinical Immunology Service, Department of Medicine, All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi for his research work on "Studies on rheumatic
diseases in India."

Dr. Rohini Handa has excelled both in clinical and laboratory research in
Rheumatology. His group has been at the forefront of cutting edge science in
Neuropsychiatric Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (NP-SLE) utilizing state of the art
research tools like Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy (MRS) and Single Photon
Emission Computerized Tomography (SPECT). Dr. Handa has also described the
clinico-pathologic profile of panniculitides in India (the largest series from this part
of the world) as well as published the first prospective study on Lyme arthritis from
India. In addition to clinical work, Dr. Handa and colleagues have studied the frequency
and dynamics of autoimmune markers in Hepatitis C virus (HCV). Their work on
TATA binding protein (TBP), p53 and other auto-antibodies in connective tissue
diseases proposes that over expression of these antigens might be due to hyperactive
regulatory regions in the p53 and TBP gene.

Dr. Rohini Handa is a recipient of many prestigious national and international awards
including IRA Aventis Oration, Searle Oration, Lilly Policy Initiative award, Dr. GB
Jain Oration, Dr JN Berry award, Smt. PK Jain oration and Shakuntala Amir Chand
Prize of ICMR. He has more than 275 publications in reputed national and
international scientific journals.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH

NOVARTIS ORATION AWARD
2004

CITATION
DR. LALIT KUMAR

The Novartis Oration Award for research in the field of Cancer was originally instituted
in 1970 by M/s Sandoz India Limited in the field of Cancer Research and renamed as
Novartis Oration Award after the merger of Sandoz India Ltd with Hindustan Ciba-
Geigy Ltd in 1997. This prize is conferred upon a scientist for his/her contributions
in the field of cancer research recognized for the control, prevention and cure of
cancer.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Lalit Kumar, Professor,
Department of Oncology, Institute Rotary Cancer Hospital, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, New Delhi for his research work on "Bone Marrow / Stem cell
transplantation”.

Dr. Lalit Kumar has developed a sustained and cost effective allogeneic and autologous
bone marrow/blood stem cell transplantation programme at AIIMS and has completed
250 transplants in the past 10 years and with results comparable to international
standards. The other contributions of Dr. Lalit Kumar in this field include the
development of cryopreservation facilities required for freezing of stem cells prior to
autologous stem cell transplantation, chimerism to monitor engraftment of donor
cells after allogeneic transplant by molecular studies using VNTR or STR and a
collaborative programme for the novel applications of autologous bone marrow stem
cells for the repair of myocardium, ocular disorders etc.

Dr. Kumar has more than190 research publications in national and international
journals.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
PROE B. K. AIKAT ORATION AWARD
2004
CITATION
DR. POONAM SALOTRA

This award was instituted by Dr. Meera Aikat in 1984 in memory of her husband
Prof. B.K. Aikat, a biomedical scientist. It is conferred upon a scientist for the research
in the field of Tropical Diseases, the work significantly adding to the existing knowledge
in the field of tropical diseases.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Dr. Poonam Salotra, Deputy
Director, Molecular Biology Laboratory, Institute of Pathology (ICMR), Safdarjung
Hospital Campus, New Delhi for her work on "Mapping of virulence related genes of
Kala-azar and therapeutics".

Dr. Poonam Salotra's work has led to the identification and characterization of a
growth regulated gene Centrin in Leishmania. Centrin double knock out mutants
with a unique phenotype has a potential as an attenuated vaccine candidate. A novel
amastigote specific gene Al has also been identified and characterized and its transcripts
have been demonstrated in infected bone marrow samples, establishing its role in
disease pathogenesis. Dr. Salotra has compared the gene expression in parasites at
various time points during the course of differentiation of the promastigotes into
amastigotes. Gene expression profiling in sodium antimony gluconate sensitive and
resistant KA isolates carried out using genomic microarray show the up-regulation of
certain genes such as parasite surface antigen (PSA-2), nucleoside transporter (NT),
tetracycline resistant protein homologue (TRH) and proteasome regulatory ATPases
in drug resistant parasites, which may play a role in drug resistance of Leishmania by
helping the parasite to persist in the host.

Dr. Salotra has more than 40 research publications in various journals of scientific
repute and has 2 patents to her credit. She has been awarded the Kshanika Oration
Award of ICMR and the Silver Jubilee Award in Parasitology.
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
PROE SURINDAR MOHAN MARWAH AWARD
2004
CITATION
PROF. MAHENDRA KUMAR THAKUR

The award was instituted in 1993 by Prof. Surindar Mohan Marwah and is given to
an Indian scientist for significant contributions in the field of Geriatrics, through
sustained research in India on the problems of the aged.

The award for the year 2004 is being presented to Prof. Mahendra Kumar Thakur,
Department of Zoology, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi for his work on
"Biomedical aspects of ageing".

The research focus of Prof. M.K. Thakur has mainly been on the expression of genes
involved in Alzheimer's Disease (AD) and their regulation by steroid hormones during
ageing in an experimental model. He is the first to report that acetylation of histone
is lower in old rat brain, which reduces expression of genes. The expression of estrogen
receptor ER-0t and ER- is differentially influenced by age, sex and gonadal steroids
in the brain. The findings of Prof. Thakur provide an insight into the changes that
occur in gene expression during brain ageing and Alzheimer's disease and the role of
steroid hormones in this process.

Dr. Thakur is a recipient of INSA medal for young scientists. He has published more
than 75 research papers.



